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Synopsis

A Gift of Fire: Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues for Computing Technology, 4e is ideal for courses in
Computer Ethics and Computers and Society. It is also a useful reference for computer science
professionals or anyone interested in learning more about computing technology and its overarching
impact. Sara Baase explores the social, legal, philosophical, ethical, political, constitutional, and
economic implications of computing and the controversies they raise. With a computer
scientist&#39;s perspective, and with historical context for many issues, she covers the issues
students will face both as members of a technological society and as professionals in
computer-related fields. A primary goal is to develop computer professionals who understand the

implications of what they create and how it fits into society at large.A A
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Customer Reviews

Sara Baase is Professor Emeritus with the Department of Computer Science, San Diego State
University, where she won awards for outstanding teaching. Her textbooks in computer science
have been translated into several languages. Dr. Baase received her doctoral degree from the

University of California, Berkeley.

Bought the textbook for a class. Worked fine and had all the material | needed.

Gives many examples of ethical or legal issues that arise or could arise because of computer

technology. It's easy to read, but at times it feels a little redundant and verbose.



This is the old textbook that was required to be bought back for CIS1 (first computer science class).
It is an extremely easy read for most people.In that class we had everything from 17 year young first
time students to 80 year olds that were interested in computers, non of them had any type of issue
with reading this textbook for all our assignments.Personally this book was fairly interesting to me to
read and ranged from everything from old time computers to failsafe to encryption to a whole heck
of a lot in between!lf your in CIS or are starting out in computer science classes (or are at least

interested in them) | would totally recommend this book. ONLY as long as it isnt super expensive!

This book was truly terrific, informative, and quite educational. | love it and we read it from chapter
to chapter. We used it consistently throughout my 8 weeks of class. Great book, even to read if you

are not taking the class.

While the contents of this book might be good, | cannot get over how hard the format makes it to
read. The digital download version isn’t an eBook, as much as it's a large PDF. This precludes it
from flowing or being re-sized. The only option is to zoom, which then makes you move around at
least after every sentence if not more frequently.I'd bought the Kindle edition so | could quickly read
it as | traveled during my day. However, due to the font and format, | have to read it on my tablet in
landscape to get a full line of text on the screen.Working in the IT field, I'm not finding that this book
provides any new information. It also doesn’t seem to provide any guidance on the social or moral
issues it presents. The tone is very passive from what I've read, which makes it very slow to read. |
think the content would be great for student heading into the workforce, but not poor for anyone with

an established career.

Came in quick and looked brand new. Great price.

This book covers subjects ranging from hacking to telecommuting to proper testing techniques and
everything in between. The author remains neutral, presenting benefits and risks equally throughout
the book, and a great deal of history in the process. Her style is to ask questions of the reader to
help with critical thinking. The text includes many real world examples and flows well, making this an

easy and informative read.
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